THE   EARLIEST    HISTORY   OF   POLYNESIA

therefore held, but it took place at high noon and in a
sun. At the stroke of twelve every man, woman, and child
the neighbourhood stood ready to follow the holy image. But
when the wooden statue of the saint made its appearance I
noticed that the mouth of the holy man had been filled with
salt. That, so the populace felt, would teach him a lesson. Let
him spend four hours in this scorching heat with his mouth
full of salt and not a drop to drink, and he would know for
himself how the people and the cattle fared with all the wells
completely dried up!

Europeans who have spent much time among the Polynesians
inform me that one may still come across such incidents, iden-
tical in every detail, among the inhabitants of the more remote
islands. But the poor heathen have been exposed to so many
odds and ends of the Christian faith during these last hundred
years that to-day they hardly know what to do or where to turn
for relief. They want to please their white masters, but at the
same time they hesitate to offend their old gods who may still
be lurking somewhere among the mountains.

On the whole, they seem to have found it easier to accept the
teachings of Rome than those of Geneva and Heidelberg. For
Rome allows them to change their own complicated pantheon
of gods and demigods for the saints of the Catholic faith. Such
a system they can understand, having since time immemorial
lived under a well-regulated social system in which each person,
from the hereditary chieftain down to the poorest fisherman,
knew exactly where he stood, what his duties were supposed to
be, and also his rights. But they seem to have experienced much
greater difficulties when brought in contact with the catechisms
of Martin Luther and John Calvin.

Their own relations with their nebulous God-in-Chief had
always been of a very practical nature, for the Polynesian All
Highest realized that if he failed to give satisfaction he might
be deserted for a rival who promised to be a little more reason-
able. The God of the Old Testament, the frowning tyrant who